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PONDERINGS DEP’T 

 
Now that everyone has “completed” all their 
winter building (yeah… right) it’s time to plan 
on getting out and showing off! 
 
First order of biz is indoor.  The Pikes Peak 
Ceiling Climb is March 5, 2017 and at the 
Colorado Springs Auditorium.  The flyer is on 
the website too with flight time slots.  You 
don’t need “indoorist” models… P-Nuts, even 
a simple CLG will get you flying, or perhaps 
that Handlaunch too! 
 
The roster is being updated and anyone who 
pops up as not having dues current will be 
getting a note.  To avoid that event… help us 
out and keep current, OK? 
 
There is a lot of good flying planned this year.
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“Ma … the season is upon us..!

"Ochroma lagopus in perpetuum"

 
Thermals!,  or heat from the lights, or 
whatever… 

Rick 

The “Max-Out” is the Official Publication of the Magnificent Mountain Men,
a Colorado not for profit corporation, and is published approximately 10 times per year.

Material my be reproduced on an unlimited basis by other publications,
but proper credit is requested.

Editor: Rick Pangell 
6994 So. Prescott St. 
Littleton, CO 80120 
Ph: 303-798-2188 

Visit our website at:

    www.themmmclub.com

or E-mail us at:

    themaxout@aol.com

2 (March -April) 

Or, join the web group at: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MMMFreeFlight/
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“The MAX-OUT” newsletter is printed about 
the second or third (?) week of the month.  

Submissions should be not later than the end 
of the prior month. 

 
TO JOIN THE CLUB OR SUBSCRIBE 

• Full membership is offered to any current 
AMA member:    $40 

• Newsletter Subscription Only: $15 

• Send $ to: 

Chuck Etherington 

33946 Goldfinch Dr. 
Elizabeth, CO 80107-7419 

 

 

 

MMM Club Officers and Contact List 

 

President: 
Jerry Murphy  719-238-7204 
 

Vice President: 

John McGrath  719-963-9227 
 

Treasurer: 

Chuck Etherington  720-201-6218 

 

PR & Indoor Coordinator: 
Don DeLoach  719-964-7117 
 
Website Coordinator: 
Rick Pangell  303-798-2188 
 

Club Records Monitor: 

Dave Wineland 303-499-8566 
 

Club Points Monitor: 

Mel Gray  719-629-9775 

 

Flying Site Oversight: 

Pete McQuade  719-522-1239 

 

Newsletter & Other Stuff: 

Rick Pangell  303-798-2188 
 

NEAR TERM EVENTS: 

MMM 

MONTHLY 

GET 

TOGETHER 

MTG! 

Every Third Tuesday at 7:00 

PM, Dinner at the Castle Cafe in 

Castle Rock.  Check with the 

Yahoo web group for info. 

 

HEADS UP: !!!! 

Edwards Field Lease Contributions 
As part of our having a flying sites, we 

also lease the Edwards FF Base in 

Colorado Springs.  It does cost money 

and we solicit contributions to help 

offset that cost.  You can donate 

directly to Chuck Etherington or use 

the MMM Paypal opportunity noted 

below. 
 

Motorcycle Use on the Field 

Policy: 
Follow the roads wherever possible 

and not to follow the planes cross-

country. Take the shortest path 

possible to the plane in order to 

retrieve it.  Avoid riding through 

noxious weeds. 

 

MMM Now accepts "PAYPAL" for 

Dues, Contest Entry Fees, Etc !! 
• Simply Log in to paypal.com (or 

create your own 'PAYPAL" 

account if you want) 

• Click on “Send Money” in the 

upper menu bar 

• In the “To” block, type in 

mmmffclub@gmail.com, the 

amount, and click the button 

“Services” 

• In the next form where you 

confirm payment, in the Lower 

“Subject” and “Message” 

boxes state what the money is 

for… annual dues, entry fees 

and such.



 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
 

Jerry Murphy 

 

 
 
The flying season is heating up with both 
indoor and outdoor events in the months of 
March and April.   
 
First lets talk about indoor.  Our buddy 
Darold Jones continues to get us access to 
the Manitou Springs high school gym. 
This is a nice ~30 foot site with a relatively 
clean ceiling.  Next is Tom Norell’s good 
work in finding the contact person at the 
Wings over the Rockies to keep indoor flying 
alive there.  At th passing of John Berryman 
we did not know who he was working with.  
However Tom managed to solve the puzzle 
and has dates as follows: 
 
March 19, March 26, April 2, and April 9.   
 

Flying Aces in Colorado 

 

Don DeLoach has put a lot of time and effort 
in launching the Eagle Rock FAC squadron. 
If you are not familiar with FAC, it is the 
largest segment of free flight with 
membership greater than NFFS.  The FAC 
has scale rules that offer a balance between 
scaleness and flight performance.  When I 
took the job of free flight contest board 
chairman one of my goals was to bring AMA 
free flight scale from the “controlled flight” 

based rules to rules that balanced scale detail 
and flight performance.  We did that bysimply 
removing the obsolete free flight rules from 
the AMA book. 
So, if you are thinking that I can’t build a 
super detailed  scale model but would like to 
fly models that look real in the sky, FAC is 
for you. 
 
FAC also has a slate of mass launch events 
that are a lot of fun.  I suggest that dig out a 
rubber scale kit and join in nthe FAC fun.  A 
check of the FAC web site at  
http://flyingacesclub.com/ to learn more about 
this group and its fun events.   
 
The Eagle Rock Squadron will be having a 
meeting soon so watch for that announcement 
and make plans to attend.  
 

Help Wanted 

 
Time has taken its toll on our team of contest 
directors.  The club hosts three major 
championship level events each year as well 
as 8 monthly Scrambles. 
At this point in time we are short of CDs to 
staff all of these events.  Being a CD isn’t a 
big task and it does offer a reward in first 
helping the club grow and prosper as well as 
earning a 50% discount on your AMA dues. 
 
The application for a CD license is now an 
on-line process and the application is found 
on the AMA web in the Member’s Only 
section.  It is an open book quiz with several 
questions that don’t apply to free flight but 
you should be able to answer correctly using 
the open book references. 

 

 

 



IMPROMPTU WINTER COUPE 

CONTEST !! 
 

We haven’t flown this event is a couple of 
years because of weather issues. 
 
This year we will try again with a target date 
of Sunday March 12. 
 
Here is the plan, we will check the weather 
forecast for the Lowery field and send out an 
Email on Wednesday before the contest with 
a go/no-go message.  If things change we will 
send out a follow-up message on Saturday.
 
The contest will not be sanctioned because of 
the date uncertainty. We will offer four events 
flown as a pot fly.  Each contestant pays $5 
per event to fly and the winner takes the pot 
for each event.  
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No Sanction, $5 in the pot for each event, 
winner takes all.  If folks want to fly 
additional events, that is just fine. Simply 
collect the money and have fun.
 
EVENTS: 

• F1G/Coupe 

• P-30 

• HLG 

• CLG 
 
The F1G event will be flown without rounds 
but it will be five flights.  As sun set is 7:05 
pm on March 15 the contest will end at 5 pm 
unless the contestants request an earlier 
ending time.  
 
Thermals 
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Magnificent Mountain Men Annual Meeting 

Dec 3, 2016 
 
Election of officers for 2016 

 

 

• President:  Jerry Murphy 

• Vice-President:  John McGrath 

• Sec/Treas:  Chuck Etherington 

 
 

MMM 2016 Year in Review – Jerry Murphy 

• The club is in good shape with great fields and many active members.  

– Three major contests  

– Effective duty roster for major contests 

• 2017 is the 6th year of our current 10 year field lease 

• The MMM club is a leader in the FF community 

• We are ageing …  

– Chasing is an issue 

– We need more CDs 

Because not all members have been involved in all club activities, this review helps bring everyone up to 
date. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Etherington 

Chuck gave a financial report referencing the document entitled “Statement of Finances.” For 2017 the 
club dues will remain $40/yr and MaxOut subscription $15. 
 

My World Champs – Jace Pivonka 
Jace took questions from the floor about his experience at the 2016 World Championships in Macedonia 
in which his team won the silver medal. 
 

14 Round Meet – Jerry Murphy 

• New Zealand has taken back the Tui Cup for 2017 

• The US Free Flight Team Selection Committee has awarded the Centennial Cup sanction to the 

Brooklyn Skyscrapers (Wawayanda, NY) 

• Historical 14R attendance statistics (published elsewhere in this newsletter) 

• Questions: What is the future of this contest? Will people travel to fly in events which produce few 

World and America’s Cup points? How important are WC and AC sanctions? 

• Murphy conducted an on-line opinion poll of the active FAI flyers in the U.S. to determine their level of 

interest in our World and America’s Cups (results published elsewhere in this newsletter)   

 
What about Woodies? – Jerry Murphy 

 
The RC Soaring community is facing the problem of folks not wanting to spend $$$ on factory built FAI 
models to compete. They have developed the “Woody” concept for older FAI models. In FF it might 
look something like this:  

• F1A … All pre-bunting models 

• F1B … All 40 gram w/o delayed prop start 

• F1C … Fly to the current Vintage rules 



 

 

Woodies would fly for the 14R silver cups but separate scores for the America’s Cups and awards (more 
in-depth discussion published elsewhere in this newsletter) 

 
2017 schedule – Jerry Murphy 

 
The schedule, which requires a lot of up-front coordination, was mostly finalized. The club works hard to 
respect neighboring clubs by not scheduling our contests in conflict with theirs. 

 
MMM Annual Awards – Jerry Murphy 

 
Outdoor Rubber 

• 1st Don DeLoach - 143 pts 

• 2nd Ray Boyd - 50 pts 

• 3rd Herb Kothe - 38 pts 

Outdoor Glider 

• 1st Mark Covington - 99 pts 

• 2nd Don DeLoach - 28 pts 

• 3rd Tom Peadon - 22 pts 

Outdoor Power 

• 1st Jerry Murphy - 68 pts 

• 2nd Jack Murphy - 59 pts 

• 3rd Troy King - 30 pts 

Hand Launch Glider 

• 1st Mark Covington - 56 pts 

• 2nd Don DeLoach - 14 pts 

• 3rd Tom Peadon - 6 pts 

 
Junior Champion 

• 1st Skilly DeLoach - 17 pts 

• 2nd Eli King - 6 pts 

 
 
Overall Points Champion 

• 1st Don DeLoach - 198 pts 

• 2nd Mark Covington - 99 Pts 

• 3rd Jerry Murphy - 81 pts 

Scramble Champion 

• 1st Mark Covington 

• 2nd Don DeLoach 

• 3rd Jerry Murphy 

Master Magnificent Mountain Man 

• Don DeLoach - 41 Maxes 

• Mark Covington - 34 Maxes 

• Jack Murphy - 28 Maxes 

 

 

  

So, to all my Free Flight Friends, here and abroad....You are an 
NFFS member, aren't you? If not, come join us...This is our 50th 
year and we will be having some new and exciting offerings. Be 
part of the "in" crowd! www.freeflight.org 
 
John Lorbiecki, NFFS President 



 
14-Rounder Survey

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Rounder Survey 

 

 

  

  
 

 
 



 

 

Woody Concept 

The idea of flying older FAI models in the 14R 
received a positive result. This proposal is based 
on the idea that there are people who enjoyed FAI 
competition but felt that could not compete 
against the high dollar factory built models.  They 
have these models in their shop with no place to 
fly them.  We hope that having the new event will 
bring some of those folks back to the FAI contest. 

There was confusion on the term "Woody" as it 
seemed to indicate that carbon was not allowed.  I 
explained that I used Woody as I wanted to have a 
name that Randy Reynolds could talk about as it 
related to RC Soaring.  As he wasn't there the 
reason for the term was lost.  It was suggested that 
we call this class Legacy. 

So here is the deal.  For F1A all models before 
bunting will be allowed.  They will fly as a 
separate class but will be eligible to earn 
America's Cup points and can win the Silver Cup 
if their 14 round total is the highest in either F1A 
or F1A(L). 

For F1B all models built to the 40 gram motor 
rule and no delayed prop start will be allowed.  As 
is the case with F1A(L) they will fly as a separate 
class and can win the Silver Cup if their 14 round 
total is the highest.  These models will not be 
eligible for America's Cup points as they do not 
conform to the current FAI rules. 

For F1C, the current NFFS Vintage rules will 
apply.  As with the other two classes the F1C(V) 
competitors can win the Silver cup if their total 14 
round score is the highest. 

I am not sure about the Blue Jackets, however I 
am leaning toward awarding a Blue Jacket to 
either class for a perfect 14R score.  Lets make a 
decision on this question soon. 

Jerry Murphy 

Tribute to Roger Simpson 

and the Sierra Eagles – 

[Roger Simpson 1936-2016] 
 

Knowing the history of the behind-the-scenes 
efforts to put on the Sierra Cup, year after 
year, makes it clear that it is fitting to honor 
Roger.  Yes the Sierra Eagles Club supported 
the contest, but after Roger provided the 
leadership.  The club’s efforts should not be 
ignored, however, without Roger persevering 
for the first years of the contest it would have 
fallen by the wayside.  He was the driving 
force that kept the club involved. 
 
Roger and Reid had been fortunate to spend 
time in Europe and to have attended and 
flown in many international contests.  After 
getting back to the states, Roger’s vision was 
to run a world class international FAI Free 
Flight contest.  He started by putting the 
Sierra Cup on the international calendar, 
flying from pole positions with contest 
provided timers, and the famous Sierra Cup t-
shirts and caps. 
 
The other European contest idea was that of 
an awards banquet.  It was a natural when the 
FAI started the World Cup that the Sierra Cup 
would be one of the two USA selected 
contests. 
 
A bit more history:  Roger retired from the 
Air Force in the summer of 1975 after 21 
years.  11 of those years were served in 
Europe.  Roger’s favorite contest was the 
Criterium Pierre Trebod in France.  The first 
Sierra Cup was 1977, the 2007 SC will be the 
31st.  Roger’s dream was to have as many SCs 
as the Criterium Pierre Trebod contest (1965 
– 1981) of which they had 17.  Roger ran the 
SC for 25 years and achieved that dream. 
 
Southern California Aero Team is honored to 
continue the great contest and tradition that 
Roger and the Sierra Eagles built. 
 
Author Unknown 



 

 

 

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YOUR DUES YET OR WANT TO BE A MEMBER: 

 

JOIN THE MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAIN MEN FREE FLIGHT CLUB HERE 
 
 

NAME        AMA NO    
 
 
STREET ADDRESS           
  
 
CITY/STATE        ZIP ________ ______ 
 
 
PHONE (HM)    (WK)    EMAIL    
  
 
DESIRED STATUS:  MEMBER   2017 DUES:  $40.00  includes Newsletter 
(CHECK ONE)        (Under 16 yrs. old – FREE!) 
HARDCOPY NEWSLETTER ONLY   2017 RATE:  $15.00 PER YEAR 
 
SEND THIS FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO: MMM CLUB 
      C/O: CHUCK ETHERINGTON 

       33946 GOLDFINCH DR., 
ELIZABETH, CO 80107 

 

News Note: MMM Now accepts "PAYPAL" for Dues, Contest Entry Fees, Etc !! 

• Simply Log in to paypal.com (or create your own 'PAYPAL" account if you want) 
• Click on “Send Money” in the upper menu bar 
• In the “To” block, type in mmmffclub@gmail.com, the amount, and click the button 

“Services” 
• In the next form where you confirm payment, in the Lower “Subject” and “Message” boxes 

state what the money is for… annual dues, entry fees and such. 

• When pre-entering a contest that needs event selection or similar, you still need to send in 

the pre-registration form to the Contest Directors 

 

Note, Paypal does charge a fee for this service, so if you can maybe add an extra buck to 

help us out 
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FREE FLIGHT WITH AN ALTITUDE! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

DATE EVENT FEATURE EVENT 
March 6March 6March 6March 6    Indoor in the Indoor in the Indoor in the Indoor in the 

'Springs'Springs'Springs'Springs    
Pikes Peak Ceiling Pikes Peak Ceiling Pikes Peak Ceiling Pikes Peak Ceiling 

climbclimbclimbclimb    
Silent Auction !Silent Auction !Silent Auction !Silent Auction !    

March 12March 12March 12March 12    Winter Cup Winter Cup Winter Cup Winter Cup ContestContestContestContest    Coupe, PCoupe, PCoupe, PCoupe, P----30, HLG, 30, HLG, 30, HLG, 30, HLG, 
CLGCLGCLGCLG    

April 8 (Sat!)April 8 (Sat!)April 8 (Sat!)April 8 (Sat!)    MMM MonthlyMMM MonthlyMMM MonthlyMMM Monthly    Scramble FormatScramble FormatScramble FormatScramble Format    
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